Ghatéau Air-Bel, Le Pomme, Marseille, Sunday, Uecember 8, 1940 - evening

Dear Puss, E;LAAJQ—¢4’“
z——""""—"-———‘.

I had a most extraordinary experience last week, As you may have
read e,papers, Msrshal Pétain visited lkiarseille on Tuesday and
Toulon, say he was received with great enthusiasm in both places.
Unfortunately, I can’t testify to that, as I was far from the scene of
the enthusiasm throughout the ceremonies: I was in protective custody
aboard the S, S. Sinaia - the =amm boat I traveled to Greece on in 1928

or 29,

It all happened 'eii suddenly and unexpectedly. So suddenly &nd
unexpectedly that I still find it difficult to believe that it happened
at all, I was working at the house last Monday morning, My secretary
had come out from town with some letters for me to sign, and we were
dictating wiuen the police, or rather the detectives, arrived, They
cgme in two cars (they are almost the only people who have cars these
ays), one an ordinary sedan and the other a regular black maria., They
rushed into the house, five of them, and asked nervously if it weren’t
true that someone had come the drive the night before with w large
suitcese, Vhen told that it was true, they ordered everyone in the
house to come into the dining room, and then they searched the chambers

one by ons. :
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for what they were doing but denied having any right to do otherwise,
It was always & question of having to see¢ the boss; and the boss was
never available,

What heppened was this, e were held ell day =t the police sta-
tion. . We repeatedly asked to be allowed to communicate with our con-
suls and-our lawyers., Ye were always politely refused, om the ground
that only the boss could decide, and he was out. At eleven o’clock
at night, still without having had any food or drinking water all day
long except what a newspaper vender bought for us, at our own expense,
and without having been given any sort of hearing, or having sort
of charge brought asgains® us, we were lead downstairs to a still larger
black waris, and in that we. were taken to the Sinaia., We slept on
the Sinaiz for three nights - slept on burlap bags filled with straw,
and with only o very thin blankets for covering. We were fed bread
and weak coffee for breakfast, frozen beef and beans, bread and wine
for lunch, and soup, frozen beef and beans or lentils, bread end wine
for dinner. On Tuesday, through the kindness of the captain of the
boat, the Americans smong us were able to slip a visiting cerd to the
consul, He came to the boat and was refused permission to board it,
He returned to the »xXX=zgeE city and sent two subordinates, who finall
managed to get on. But still we were held, It was not until sday,

‘about noon, thet we were released, And then without any more explana-
tion then had been vouchsafed to us when we were taken,

To me, accustomed to principles of Anglo=-Saxon and Romsn law, this
was one of the mwost surprising and shocklng expericnces of my life. To
be seerched without a search warrant, arrested hout a warrant of
errest, held incommunicado, and then released without ever having &
charge brought ageinst you - surely this is : it ﬁ
where you are, T understand that that sort of
Russia, but this is the first time I have heard

Now for the explanation, still hypothetical
more or less correct, Rumors are going around
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kzlled,'anccraingyto the owner, but there was of course grest excite-
ment, Apperently the police never learned who pleced the bomb,

- Unfortunately for us, the Marshal’s route from Merseille to
Toulon took him over that seme line, And then Mre Breton’s sister
arrived at the house last Sunday night with a suitcase, GChe czame
- after dark, and she had & porter carry the sultcase for her. Ve

uess that the porter must have made & few additional francs by in-
orming, for the police certainly knew azboutk the mystericus suitcase
arriving after dark when they came to teake us away the next morning.

Getting that tip, we suppose that they looked up the records of
the house and of the people in it, In the dossier on the house, of
course, they wust have found a repocrt of the bombing, /hat more
oovious than that the suitcase mm should contain more bombs, intended
for an attack on the life of the Marshal ? VWho lives in the house,
and how long have they been there ? Why, a group of French and
Americans, none of whom has been there longer than six weeks or so. “
Obviously, they took the house deliberately to plot against the Marshal’s
life, o are they ? Vhy, one of them is some called a sur-
realist ¥ What’s that ? Oh, 2 kind of anarchist, isn’t it ? Yew,
an anarchist ! What dc you know about him ? Why, it seems that
twenty ysars ago, he interrupted a number of in Paris by ta
beck tox the actors from % his seat in the audience; and that he broke
up at least one banguet by making loud remarks nh‘ni the akers,
(I dian’t know)any of this when I moved in here; but I learned it after
our captivity, Conclusion, & band of dangerous anarchists who are
going to try to break up the parade if n«o%ngo bomb the marshal’s train.
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“;; wll way, are still mulling over my request for per-
. their country. Mr Weddel, our ambasssdor in Madrid,

isgtauuﬁ:glgg demand but so far as I know he has not yet had any

wer . . , trevel in Burope ig difficult these days 1

- Incidentally, to revert for a moment to last week?s eriences,
one of the things which snnoys me most is the thought that I should

have been locked up to protect the Marshal., Actually I have the high-
est regard for the Marshal, From everything I know and hear about

him, he is & man of honor who is pursuing the best possible polieziior
Frence in the circumstances of the moment. Those who criticize

‘seem to me to forget that hc is not a free agent - what else would they
have him do, anywsy ? Furthermore, it is amusing to recall how warmly

I was received in his Cabinet only two weeks ago ! Du Moulin de la
Barthétilme, the Chef du Cabinet Civil, received me very wermly indeed

as did also Mr Sébillesu, Chef Adjoint, and Mr Chauserd attaché. Ana
of course I was in and out of the Hotei du Perc, where the Marshal lives
and works, plusieurs fois. In the circumstences, it was rather drole
to lock me up on the occasion of his visit to Marseille | But Marseille
hes a very bad reputstion, as you know., This latest event is unlikely

to improve it.

About my job at FPA, naturally the woék I am do
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